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The old man with a cane walked slowly into the an gallery and then
beamed -- there hanging on the walls were 23 of the dorens of paintings he
had steadiastly refused o show pablicly for 60 years. AL age 37, Sam
Glankoll, reclusive anmist par eacelleace, has come in oul of the cold.

He came inio the Graham Gallery in the hean of Mew York's Madison
Averue an gallery dasnct the other day, mit knowing whal fo axpect.

But within a mirwe he was bursting with a joy he shyly ard
charactenstically tmed hard to contain.

“Oh Boy, Very Mice, Beastful, Not Bad,” he sand, ax he saw has works
displayed for the first timae under bright gallery lights.

Then realizing bow proud he sounded he quickly added, "I houldn’t be
a0 extravagant. [ shoulda say such stupid things.™

Mr. Glankoff saw his exhibil iwo wecks after the public opening, well
afier the critics came and lefi, prising him as an artist of sinmre

Mr. GlankodT calls his works print-paintimgs -- 2 technigue midway
between printing and painting that he developed him-sell in his cramped,
poorly-lit one-room apartment using waler-soluhle inks and caseins 1o
produce abstracts of highly charged but subtle colors on rice paper and
plywomd,

He :.'ign..t his warks with only the initials $G, he does no titke them amd
umlil recently he did m catnlogoe them or date them or show them poblicly
or sell them,

It was neq always that way, Some six decades ago, he did exhibin a few
landscapes al the old Whithey An Club, e foderunner of the Whitney
Muscum of American Art, and one of kis works, which he called "“Solinsde®
won glowing reviews,

And when he first staned painting. he recalls selling three of his works.
Ome was a ponrall of a wealthy busipessman who was so impressed than he
pabd him 3100 more than his asking price.

The businessman then prodeced a wom phatograph of a lady friend and
said, “Paint me a porteast of her, ton” and Mr. Glankoff obliged even though
he could barely make out her face. That was the second of his paintings that
he sold. The third was a landscape but after that Mr. Glankoff becams an
artist only for himsell,

He wolked for years as a commercial amist and 35 a manufactarer of
stuffed toys, incloding higures of the French children's ook character,
Habar the ElephanL

He avoided the erganiced art world, while of the same time continuing
to painl furiously -— o the point where his work overflowed his apariment.

In anm inlerdew, he credited o young woeman filmmaker and fashion
stylist, Wendy Snyder, with n;rq'l.'im;:ing him b go puablic but only after
mauch cajoling.

Me. Snyder, who was intreluced 1o Mr, Glankoff by his brother
Mortimer. spent a year filming his complicated painting-prnt technique
and slowly persuading him to allow an exhibition,

*I He worked for wears as a commercial artist and as a marufacturer of
stuffied tobad no intemion of exhibition. | was satisfied to be in my grove,
satisficd te work because as (the Argentine shom story writer Jorge Luis)
Borges sad, "What else 18 there 1o da,™

It is my peculiarity.” he said., smiling and when pressed for an
claboration, ke demurred, “1 don't like 10 observe mysell that closely. |
don’l Enow == | was reluctan.”

Ms. Smyder called Mr.Glankoff™s feocling as “more profound than
shyness” and recalled has telling ker, * For a moment | embrace the world
oside and then return fo my solitarinzss,”

Mew York's art critics were delighted that Mr, Clankoff decided to make

a public delbui.
Jusd Tuslly, the critic for ART WORLD, called his work arestingly beautiful,
John Russell of the Mew York Timses noted, "I is not cvery day that an artisl
of stature makes his debut in Mew Yook at the age of 87.° He added that the
ocilor of Mr, Glankofl’s work "simgs gquactly hke a well-behaved kenbe... The
forms are in ne hurey fo define themselves. The show as a whole breathes
desply and calmly,”

And like the forms of his pqinlin.g'n. Mr. Glankoff  was in e horry b
define himsell and be om public view. He refused for months 0 meet  the
gallery’s owners or even 1o altend the opening night of his show,



