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DISCOVERING SAM GLANKOFF

For close ko twenty years, Sam Glankolf worked in comic strips in relative
anonymity. After his death in 198X, the fine art world began to discover
Glankoff's art, and his work is growing in value and statura.

Sam was born in New York City in 1894, and took no formal training in art.
By tha tima he was thirty, he was doing a daily sirip style suppliment in ST,
NICHOLAS magazine using the psudonym "Glank®, “Aladdin and his
Magical Lamp® was rendered in charcoal and printed in black and red.
From 1938-1955 Glankoll produced spot dlustrations in pane and ink,
watercolor and charcoal lor magazines including THE NEW YORKER,
SCRIBNERS’, and CUE MAGAZINE. Sam's brother Mort (something of an
artist himsell) was a lounding member ol CUE.

Sam's first comic book work appears in TRUE COMICS during 1940, He
typically contributed two to four page stories ke “Joa Lewis, the Brown

GERM TAMER, Louis Pasteur— Help Wanted

Bomber® and “The Pig Thal Made History™(1). His tenure at TRUE COMICS
lasted through to 1947, and he produced hundreds ol pages of material,
inclucing funny animal sirips and a carload of propaganda slories.

TRUE COMICS was also a syndicated newpaper strip, and from May
194F to Dacambar 1944, Sam provided the art lor the daily and Sunday
sections. During the same period, TRUE came o the U.S. Coast Guardand
struck a deal lo provide slories freo of charge, as long as they were Coast
Guard strips. Joa Simon and his Washington D.C. crew provided several
instaliments under this plan.  TRUE reprinted many of the botter Glankalf
jobs as give-away comics near the end of the war. The resultwas so good
that Sam decided to pursue the markel By 1950, he was producing
premium comics lor over a dozen dients, among them Esso, J.C. Penny,
NEC, and Westinghouse, Due 1o limited distribution, these are difficult 1o
find, in any condition,

Other posl-war accounts included Popsicle Pele strips (reprinted in
various comics), Full page Celotex ads, Chiquita Banana strips, and al least
EQinstallments ol BILLY BRAND, promoting brand named products for the
Brand Name Foundation, The skrips were distribuled lor free to anyona
who would usa them. Some ol his last strip work appears in FAMILY
CIRCLE in a leature called "How Do You Handla 11?7* The sirip ran from
Early in 1949 and lasted through 1952,

While much of Glankolf's work appears cutside of the mainstream of
comics, it was read and enjoyed by milions ol people over tha years.
Readers who would never dream ol picking up a comic book were exposed
to the lorm by way ol his hand. Thanks Sam, you're not lorgotten.
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BY TRUE COMICS

Tey Full Coler Sunday o The Chlcags Sun.

OLw «+RONSIDES

In Full Celor Bunday In The Chitage Sun,

i

BY TRUE COMICS.

HOW THE LLS WARSHIP -CONSTITUTION
GOT THE MICKNAME, "OLD IRONSIDES”
AND HOW HER. COMMANDER WON A

TODAY, WITH SEA-
POWER " PLAYING A
DECISIVE ROLE IN
WORLD AFFAIRS, THE
LLS. NAVY 1S UNSUR-
PASSED. LONG AGO 1T
PROVED IT5 SUPREM-
ACY, SHIP FOR SHIP!

IM IBIl THE COMSTITUTION
WAS VISITING PORTSMOUTH,
AN ENGLSH HARBOR,

THE MEN TOLD CAPTAIN HULL THEY
WERE AMERICANS FORCED INTO THE
BRITISH MAVY.

L anoy!

WE MUST SEE
THE SEIPRER
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